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with their accompanying rivers and sueamlets,
falls and vapids, springs und fountains, tarns and
cascades, all surrounded by a sea-coast of over
three hundred miles, with its bays and creeks,
islands and estuaries, cliffs and sands.

Tt is said that all over Ireland. local customs
are falling into decay. Dress, wakes, and all
that was once distinctively Irish are dying out.
1€ there s a place where they linger with more
tonacity than another, it is 11 and atound the

old town of Galway. There is something really
melanchol;
i

in the gradual atrophy of this once
ty,
i
nary rapidity. s well known, it once had an
intimate connection with Spain, and its men and
\omen, by their tall figares and dark eyes and
Tair, show the intermixture of blood.
some of the old, dilapidated buildings in the by-
streets are said to be after the patter of houses
in Seville and Madrid, _The lover of the pictur-
esque should be thankful for even the smallest
mercies, and will welcome gratefully the bl
cloaks of the women, of the same tone and make
serapulously adhered to in all the districts, and.
the refreshing red* petticoats of almost Eastorn
jye. The cloth for these fabrics is woven and
dyed in many a household on winters nights.
Those warm and graceful Connemara_cloaks,
which a few years ago were so_ popular with
ladies, and are not yet out of fashion, are almost
an exact copy of these garments.

The upper illustration on page 844 shows one
of the ancient customs that still linger in that
picturesque region, The stalwart but gracefal
maid washing the family linen in a shallow
stream is a sight familiar to every traveler in the
West of Ireland, and it also recalls the fashion
which still obtains on the banks of the Seine.

DEATH AT THE OAR.

Tk great boat-race between the St. John and
the Tyne crews, which took place on the Kenne-
becasis River on the 23d of August, was marked
by a melancholy incident—the death of the cele-

sman, JAxEs RENFoRTH, Whose por-
Se—of which

the Kennebecasis River, and a finer one probably
could not be found in any part of the world.
This river comes out of the rocks and pine woods
to the northeast of St, John, New Brunswick,
and joins the St. John River about three mil
above the mouth of the latter stream.
near the end of its course it is an insignificant
creek ; but where it meets the tide it spreads out
into a very pretty and placid lake, with water of
2 rich brown color, and bold, hilly shores, dotted
with here and there a farm-house, and checkered
with green upland meadows and patches of eld-
ers and dwarf pines. This luke is some twelve
‘miles long and from two to four wide, and mid-
way in its length is a high island four miles
long, rising from the water in some places in
‘precipitous rocky cliffs, and in others in gentle
slopes of pasture land. Between this island and
the eastern shore of the river was the race-course.
“The stream at this place is about a mile wide.
The course was exactly three miles long, and to
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make the distance accurate it was measured
upon the ice last winter. Tt extended from T
ryburn Cove—a point seven miles from the city

the iver, in  perfectly straight line, to a
point, off Salmon Creek, where the stake boats
were anchored, not far from the little village of
Rothesay. The boats started from the cove,
and the St. John crew rowed up the stream to
the stake boats, which they rounded, and return-
ed to the starting-point, making the race a dis-
tance of six miles. There is very litfle current
or tidein the Kennebecasis at this place. Booms
were anchored, extending for 300 yards from
the starting buoys, and none of the steamers or
sail-boats containing spectators were allowed to
go up the river beyond. these booms. The rival
Grows had thus a broad, free course, as wide as
the river itself. A railroad runs along the east-
orn shore of the Kennebecasis, pastthe course, as
does also & broad macadamized road from the
city so that there were abundant means of ac-
cess, by mailtoad and river, from St. John to the
conrse. From many places on the hills on cither

THE ST. JOHN

Shore there was a fine view of the whole course,

AND.

LRI
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JAMES RENFORTH,

n could watch the race from

so that the look
beginning to end,

The great interest in the race arose from the
fact that iswas a return match between the crews
that rowed last year at Lachine, near Montreal,
when the St. John crew, who had carried off the
prize at the great Paris regatta of 1867, were
decisively beaten by an English crew from the
Tyne. They did not rest easy after their do-
fent tmtil they had arranged with their conquer-
ors for a second contest, They had lost the La-
Chine race, they believed, by the roughness of
the water, but others held that their defeat was
owing to too great confidence and too little train-
ing.

By the articles of agreement it was stipulated.
that the race should be Towed on the 23d of Au-
gust, between 7 and 10 A, if the water was
perfoctly smooth; *if the water, in the opinion
of the umpites, or, in case of disagreement, by
the decision of the referee, is not smooth, the
referee shall be empowered to postpone the Tace
to the same hours on the day following, and so
on, from day to day, until the state of the water
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THE TYNE CREWS ON THE KENNEBECASIS RIVER, AUGUST 23, 1871.—[From A Sxezcm BY J. W. Grav.]

| prowess; and ye, in the mom

is favorable.” 'The St. John crew was to row
without a coxswain, and RENFORTH'S to have
the option of rowing with or without one. , The
race was to be for £500 a side and the cham-
plonship. - he St. John crew bound hemselves
to_pay RuxrorTi's men £200 in consideration
of the expense of the journey across the Atlantic,

& race was st for the early hour of seven
in the morning on account of the probability of
still weather af that time, as later in the day, at
this season, there is danger of a stiff land breeze.
The morning was beautiful, and probably 25,000
spectators were present, The water was smooth
as glass, The choice of position fell to the lot
of the Tyne crew, who took the inside course.
At the word *Go!” from the referee both boats
Bew away, the St. John leading slightly. The
Tyne crew then made a spurt, and the St. John
crew fell behind; but the steady stroke of the
St. John told, and gradually they drew. ahead,
keeping the lead, although the distance was ev-
ry now and then shortened by the mighty spurts
of the Tyne. When three-quarters of a mile was
reached ‘the St. John led three lengths, when sud-
denly Rexrormit dropped his oar and fell over
in the boat, apparently in a fit, The boat was
turned inshore, and he was taken back to his
quarters in a coach. Che St. John quietly pulled
over the course,

Rexsrorta revived a little after reaching the
hotel, but soon commenced failing, and in less
than half an hour from the time of landing he
died. He was a man in the prime of life, hav-
ing heen born in 1842, at a place called Rabbet
Banks, not far from Gateshead-on-Tyne. From
early youth he exhibited a fondness for athletic
sports, and that wonderful fund of physical
strength, energy, and determination which won
for him, in after-years, the distinction of Aquatic
Champion of England. For a time he was a
soldier, and served in the East. He was next
heard of as an expert swimmer. Previous to
1866 he was unknown as an oarsman; and it is
said he discovered his immense powers at the
oar by conveying back and forth the workmen
engaged in removing the old Tyne bridge, His
fivat ppeatanca in & matoh was in 1867, when

;.and from that hour until his
death his career as an oarsman was marked by
a constant succession of trinmphs.

RexrorTH was a fine, broad-shouldered, deep-
chested man, five feet seven and a half inches in
height, and of great muscular strength. His
sudden death, in the very prime of life, was due,
it is said, to apoplexy, brought on by overexer-
tion and excitement. ‘The manner of it recalls
the fainting of Geoffrey Delamayn at the foot-
race, in Witkie Covuis's ¢ Man and Wife,”
and brings up again the question of physical
training, and the extent to which it may be car-
ried with safety. To all appearance JAMES
RE i was the most powerful member of
the Tyne crew. His museular development was
the admiration of all who delight in physical

i ent of trial, he
\vas the only one of the oarsmen to succumb.
In his case muscular power had been develo]
ed at such an expense of vital energy that e
hausted nature gave way when pui to a test
swhich far weaker men endured without injuti-
ous effects.




